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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  County  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 

Ten  years  have  passed  since  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  and  much  has  changed 
since  that  date. 

Population 

The  population  of  the  County  having  risen  by  approximately 
3,000  in  the  previous  two  years  had  reached  63,325  in  1948  ; by 
mid  June  1957  it  had  risen  to  77,210  an  increase  of  13,885  or  22% 
in  the  ten  year  period.  (27%  in  the  post  war  period). 

During  the  same  period  the  school  population  had  risen  from 
8,475  to  11,238  that  is  to  say  an  increase  of  33%.  (45%  in  the  post 
war  period). 

There  is  every  indication  that  there  will  be  a further  substantial 
increase  in  the  population  in  the  near  future  by  the  transfer  to 
Huntingdon  of  the  London  Overspill  ; much  of  the  preliminary  work 
in  connection  with  the  transfer  scheme  has  now  been  completed. 
In  addition,  industrial  development  is  taking  place  in  the  north  of 
the  county  and  more  industry  is  planned  for  the  south. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  county  for  1957  compare  very  favour- 
ably with  the  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
Birth  Rate  of  18.4  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  rate  of 

16.7  and  is  2.3  per  thousand  population  above  the  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  illegitimate  births  for  1957  account  for 

3.7  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births  as  compared  with  4.5  per  cent 
in  the  previous  year  ; this  decrease  is  very  satisfactory.  The  Still 
Birth  Rate  of  18.6  per  thousand  births  also  shows  a decrease  as 
compared  with  23.3  in  1956,  as  does  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
at  13.4  in  the  present  year  compared  with  21.5  in  1956. 
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The  Death  Rate  of  io.o  shows  a decrease  for  the  third  successive 
year.  (1954— 10.9,  1955—10.5,  1956—10.2). 

Reverting  to  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  ten  year  period 
I append  for  comparison  the  statistics  for  1948  and  those  in  1957. 


Year 


1948 

1957 


Illegitimate 


Estimated 

Births  Still 

Infant 

T otal 

Mid-  Year 

Live  Births 

% of  Births 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Population  No.  Rate 

No. 

Live  No.  Rate 
Births 

No.  Rate 

No.  Rate 

63,325 

1,148  18.1 

82 

6.8  30  26.1 

32  26.4 

665 

10.5 

77,210 

1,423  18.4 

52 

3.7  27  16.6 

19  13.4 

774 

10.0 

The  increasing  number  of  births  has  resulted  in  a proportionate 
increase  in  the  total  amount  of  ante-natal  supervision.  This  to- 
gether with  the  provision  of  additional  facilities  in  the  form  of 
relaxation  classes  and  mothercraft  instruction  has  given  rise  to  an 
increased  number  of  clinic  sessions.  Consequent  on  the  increased 
number  of  births  the  child  population  between  the  age  of  one  and 
five  years  has  increased  and  with  it  the  amount  of  work  undertaken 
in  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

In  connection  with  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases,  immu- 
nisation against  whooping  cough  and  poliomyelitis  has  been  added 
to  the  list  of  diseases  against  which  prophylactic  treatment  is  now 
undertaken. 

The  emphasis  which  is  now  placed  on  health  education,  the 
extension  of  health  visitors  duties  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  to  include  the  family  unit,  the  question  of  problem  families  and 
the  domiciliary  supervision  of  old  people,  have  all  added  materially 
to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  inaugurated  in  1948,  has  over  the 
past  ten  years  proved  itself  to  be  of  great  value  to  members  of  the 
community  needing  assistance.  This  is  particularly  so  in  the  case 
of  old  people,  many  of  whom  would  otherwise  have  been  transferred 
to  Homes  or  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals.  The  assistance  provided  by 
the  Domestic  Help  Service  has  enabled  these  o’d  people  to  continue 
to  live  in  their  own  homes. 
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Preventive  medicine  is  continually  faced  with  new  problems 
for  which  solutions  are  required.  The  most  recent  of  these  is  the 
danger  of  radio-activity — already  it  has  been  necessary  for  one 
authority  to  put  into  operation  preventive  measures  to  safeguard 
the  health  of  the  community. 


The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Law  relating  to 
Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency  in  respect  of  which  legislation 
is  being  drafted  recommends  “ a general  re-orientation  away  from 
institutional  care  in  its  present  form  and  towards  community  care. 
This  would  result  in  an  expansion  of  local  authority  services  in- 
cluding : 

(a)  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  mentally  ill 
(including  elderly  mentally  infirm),  severely  sub-normal  and 
psychopathic  patients  who  for  various  reasons  may  need 
residential  care  but  do  not  need  or  no  longer  need  hospital 
in-patient  care  ; 

(b)  provision  of  adequate  training  facilities,  either  in  centres  or 
at  home  for  severely  sub-normal  children  who  are  unable 
to  benefit  from  education  at  school  ; 

(c)  provision  of  any  necessary  further  training  after  leaving 
school  for  young  people  who,  on  account  of  their  mental 
condition,  cannot  be  catered  for  under  other  general  voca- 
tional training  services,  and  general  social  help  for  these 
and  other  school-leavers  ; 

(d)  provision  of  occupational  or  training  centres,  sheltered 
workshops  and  social  centres  for  adults  severely  sub-normal 
or  psychopathic  patients  or  patients  with  residual  disability 
after  mental  illness  who  cannot  be  catered  for  under  the 
general  rehabilitation  services  for  disabled  persons  ; 

(e)  general  social  work  to  help  all  types  of  mentally  disordered 
patients  and  their  relatives,  including  certain  services  while 
patients  are  also  receiving  hospital  treatment  and  all  forms 
of  community  care  after  patients  leave  hospital.” 


In  conclusion,  once  again  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
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encouragement  and  support  and  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
excellent  work  done  by  the  medical,  nursing  and  clerical  staffs 
during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


August,  1958. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (acres)  233,985 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  mid-1957)  77,210 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


BIRTHS— 


Live  Births — 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate 

718 

653 

L371 

Illegitimate 

30 

22 

52 

Total  Births  .... 

748 

675 

i,423 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . .. 



18.4 

Still  Births 

....  .... 

27 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

— 

.... 

18.6 

DEATHS— 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

— 

— 

774 

Death  rate  (Crude)  in — 

Urban  Districts  

.... 

....  .... 

12. 1 

Rural  Districts 

.... 

....  .... 

8.5 

County  of  Huntingdon 

.... 

....  .... 

10. 0 

England  and  Wales  

.... 

....  .... 

n-5 

Maternal  Deaths— 

From  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  1 

Infant  Deaths — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1,000  births — 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13. 1 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19.2 

Total  death  rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  13.4 
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Population 

The  statistics  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1957  comprise 
figures  relating  to  resident  civilians  and  members  of  the  armed 
forces  stationed  in  the  area.  The  population  figures  thus  obtained 
are  referred  to  as  home  populations  ’ . The  estimated  home 
populations  of  the  County  Districts  at  the  30th  June,  1957,  were 
as  follows  : 

Administrative  County 
Urban  Districts 
Huntingdon  M.R. 

Godmanchester  M.B. 

St.  Ives  M.B 

St.  Neots  ..  . 

Ramsey 
Old  Fletton 
Rural  Districts 
Huntingdon 
St.  Ives 
St.  Neots  .... 

Norman  Cross 

The  mid-year  1957  population  of  the  County  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  at  77,210  shows  a net  increase  of  1,910  as 
compared  with  the  estimated  population  in  the  previous  year. 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population,  that  is  the  excess  of 
live  births  over  deaths,  was  649  as  compared  with  479  in  1956. 

Births 

Live  births  notified  in  the  County  during  the  year  numbered 
1,423  an  increase  of  165  births  as  compared  with  the  previous  vear. 
The  crude  birth  rate  was  thus  18.4  per  1,000  of  the  resident  popula- 
tion, the  highest  rate  for  ten  years.  The  standardised  birth  rate  was 
20.27  as  compared  with  a birth  rate  of  16. 1 for  England  and  Wales. 

Among  these  births  were  52  illegitimate  births  which  was  equi- 
valent to  3.7  per  cent  of  all  births  ; this  was  an  improvement  on  the 
corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  of  5 7 and  4.5  per  cent. 

Still  births  numbered  27  compared  with  30  in  1956.  The  still 
birth  rate  for  the  year  of  18.6  per  1,000  total  births  showed  an  im- 
provement on  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  previous  year  of  23.3. 


77,210 

33,020 

5,670 

2,480 

3,350 

5,210 

5,690 

10,620 

44T9° 

12,510 

15,670 

7,270 

8,740 
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There  was  also  a decrease  in  the  still  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  from  23.0  per  1,000  births  in  19.56  to  22.4  in  the  year  under 
review. 

Deaths 

There  was  little  variation  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  Deaths  from  all  causes  in  1957 
numbered  774  compared  with  77 9 in  1956  and  783  in  1955.  The 
crude  death  rate  was  equivalent  to  10.02  while  the  adjusted  rate 
amounted  to  10.2  per  1,000  population.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.5. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  which  was  respon- 
sible for  247  or  31.9  per  cent  of  all  deaths,  and  cancer  for  149  or 
19.2  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  This  is  the  highest  number  of  deaths 
from  cancer  yet  recorded  in  the  County.  Included  in  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease  were  27  deaths  as  a result 
of  cancer  of  the  respiratory  tract  ; this  is  equivalent  to  18  per  cent 
of  all  the  deaths  due  to  malignant  disease  or  3.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths. 


Maternal  deaths  during  the  year  arising  as  a result  of,  or  as- 
sociated with,  pregnancy,  childbearing  or  abortion  numbered  one  ; 

which  gave  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.69. 

« 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  13.4  ; the  comparable  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  was  23.0. 

The  deaths  of  infants  occurring  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life  (included  in  the  infantile  morality  rate)  numbered  11  represent- 
ing a neonatal  mortality  rate  of  7.73  per  1,000  related  live  births. 
The  comparable  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.5. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
past  five  years  : — 


TABLE  1 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Urban  Districts 

17.0 

17.0 

16.7 

17.7 

19.6 

12.7 

14.2 

13.0 

13.2 

12.1 

Rural  Districts 

17.3 

16.2 

15.5 

16.0 

17.5 

9.3 

9.3 

9.0 

8.2 

8.5 

County  of  Huntingdon 

17.2 

16.5 

16.0 

16.7 

18.4 

10.8 

11.4 

10.7 

10.4 

10.0 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

15.2 

15.0 

15.7 

16.1 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7 

11.7 

11.5 

TABLE  2 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
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TABLE 

TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  IN' 


Cause  of  Death 

Cause  c 

] 

>f  Death 
Periods  c 

at  Different 
>f  Life 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

j 25  and  under  45 

| 45  and  under  65 

J 65  and  under  75 

75  and  upwards  | 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  

1 

_ 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 



— 



— 

— 

9 

9 

8 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18 

7 

1 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 



11 

6 

2 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

— 

1 

3 

5 

29 

17 

17 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 



— 

1 

2 

— 

- — 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

13 

26 

67 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

— 

— 

— 

2 

22 

38 

50 

19. 

Plypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

- — . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

2 



3 

6 

19 

98 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

13 

22. 

Influenza 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

2 

6 

8 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

1 

4 

5 

13 

24. 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

7 

10 

10 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 







1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

■ — 

1 

3 

6 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

7 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

‘ 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

7 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

9 

— 

4 

1 

4 

7 

8 

39 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  Accidents 

— 

— 



2 

7 

3 

7 

4 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

’ 

1 

— 

— - 

Totals  All  Causes 

i 19 

2 

10 

16 

1 

1 36 

l 

161 

178 

352 

13 
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DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1957 


Urban  B 

•ISTRIC1 

'S 

1 

l 

Ru 

RAL  D] 

STRICTS 

Totals 

Huntingdon 

Borough 

Godmanchester 

Borough 

St.  Ives 
Borough 

St.  Neots  U.D. 

Ramsey  U.D. 

Old  Fletton  U.D. 

Huntingdon  R.D. 

St.  Ives  R.D. 

q 

c* 

CD 

o 

a) 

£ 

CO 

Norman  Cross 

R.D. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

2 

4 



— 

6 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

27 





1 

— 

1 

5 

5 

7 

5 

3 

19 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

5 

1 

2 

5 





1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

72 

9 

4 

2 

5 

4 

9 

5 

12 

7 

15 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

109 

18 

6 

4 

8 

7 

15 

11 

12 

12 

16 

112 

15 

1 

9 

10 

6 

14 

10 

25 

11 

11 

7 



1 



1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

128 

33 

7 

8 

3 

6 

24 

7 

21 

9 

10 

25 

6 



— 

1 

1 

3 

6 

4 

1 

3 

17 

3 

1 

— 

7 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

26 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

3 

27 

5 

— 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

6 

2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 



— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

9 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 



1 



1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

76 

15 

2 

4 

8 

11 

8 

5 

5 

8 

10 

14 

1 



— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

1 

5 

23 

2 

- . 

— 

1 

— 

5 

6 

4 

3 

2 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

774 

120 

33 

39 

53 

47 

107 

80 

122 

72 

101 

14 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care 

The  existing  arrangements  for  the  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 
care  of  mothers  in  the  established  clinics  at  Fletton,  Huntingdon, 
St.  Ives,  Ramsey  and  St.  Neots  remain  unchanged. 

In  Huntingdon,  Fletton  and  St.  Ives  relaxation  classes  and 
talks  in  mothercraft  are  held  for  expectant  mothers.  The  instruction 
at  theses  classes  is  undertaken  and  shared  by  the  midwives  and  the 
health  visitors. 

As  a result  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  accommodation  in  the 
existing  clinic  premises  at  St.  Neots  it  has  been  possible  to  introduce 
only  talks  on  mothercraft.  These  are  given  by  the  health  visitor. 

All  these  classes  are  now  firmly  established  and  have  shown  a 
steady  increase  in  attendances  during  the  year.  The  benefit  of  these 
exercises  and  talks  are  now  being  realised  by  an  increasing  number 
of  mothers  and  have  become  very  popular. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  ante-natal 
clinic  during  the  year  numbered  669  an  increase  of  85  ; the  total 
number  of  attendances  was  2,115.  The  number  of  mothers  who 
attended  these  clinics  for  post-natal  examinations  was  125  as  com- 
pared with  123  in  1956. 

The  facilities  available  for  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mother 
remain  unchanged.  Those  mothers  for  whom  no  other  suitable 
arrangements  can  be  made  by  the  Welfare  Worker  are  admitted  to 
the  Home  for  Unmarried  Mothers  at  Bateman  Street,  Cambridge, 
or  some  other  appropriate  Home. 

Maternity  Outfits  issued  to  domiciliary  midwifery  cases  during 
the  year  numbered  603. 

By  far  the  greater  majority  of  expectant  mothers  now  engage 
a general  practitioner-obstetrician  under  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
service  in  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  .Service  and  accordingly 
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the  number  in  which  a domiciliary  midwife  is  alone  engaged  is 
correspondingly  small  and  the  trend  is  towards  a further  reduction 
of  this  number. 

Examinations  by  general  practitioner-obstetricians  of  cases 
undertaken  by  midwives  were  as  follows  : 

Ante-natal  examinations 
Post-natal  examinations 

Ante-Natal  Care 

Concerning  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  9/56,  dated  25th 
May,  1956,  and  the  memorandum  from  the  Standing  Maternity 
and  Midwifery  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Central  Health  Services 
Council,  a conference  was  held  during  the  year.  This  conference 
was  attended  by  professional  officers  from  Local  Health  Authorities, 
members  of  Local  Medical  Committees,  Chairmen  of  Medical  Staff 
Committees  of  hospitals  concerned,  together  with  Consultant  Obste- 
tricians and  Gynaecologists  and  a representative  of  the  Senior 
Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Certain  recommendations  were  made. 

Following  these  recommendations  it  would  appear  that  cases 
exhibiting  signs  of  toxaemia  have  been  admitted  to  hospital  at  an 
earlier  stage  than  hitherto. 

Co-operation  between  midwives  and  doctors  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions has  always  been  exceptionally  good  in  this  County.  No 
doubt  the  fact  that  this  Authority  has  for  several  years  provided, 
in  the  more  populous  areas,  fully  equipped  and  staffed  ante-natal 
clinics  and  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  general  practitioners 
in  those  areas,  has  subscribed  in  no  small  way  to  this  good  relation- 
ship and  understanding.  In  the  more  lightly  populated  areas  and 
in  the  villages,  the  midwives  at  the  request  of  general  practitioners 
have  attended  ante-natal  sessions  held  in  the  doctors’  surgeries.  No 
additional  requests  for  the  attendance  of  midwives  at  surgeries  have 
as  yet  been  received.  All  cases  notified  to  the  department  as  having 
failed  to  keep  appointments  at  ante-natal  clinics  have  been  followed 
up  as  requested  with  satisfactory  results. 

As  an  interim  measure,  until  such  time  as  a universal  ante-natal 
card  has  been  devised  and  issued,  a form  has  been  drawn  up  and 
issued  locally  for  the  joint  use  of  general  practitioner-obstetricians 
and  midwives,  to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  information. 
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Total  number  of 
attendances  during 
the  year 

Midwives  ’ 

Sessions 

677 

7 

I l 

Medical 

Officers’ 

Sessions 

1,269 

120 

169 

14 

c 

C 

0) 

a 8 

Number  of 
new  cases 
included  in 
last  column 

472 

111 

44 

14 

£ o3 

o 

0) 

i-  -»-» 

<D  4-> 

,£5  Cti 

s 

£ 

Number  of 
women  who 
attended  during 
the  year 

605 

111 

CO 

1 ^ 
o ^ 5 
n A C 

Mid- 

wives’ 

Sessions 

<x>  1 

1 1 

-2  c g 

6 ° 

^ $ & 

O a 
m 

Medical 

Officers’ 

Sessions 

05  1 

CO  1 

Number  of  clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

1C 

- 1 

Local  Health  Authority 
clinics  : 

Ante-natal 

Post-natal 

Clinics  provided  by 
Voluntary  Organisations: 

Ante-natal 

Post-natal 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres 

The  number  of  attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held 
throughout  the  County  showed  a further  increase  ; a total  of  11,336 
attendances  were  made  during  the  year  compared  with  10,795  in 
1956.  The  increase  in  the  numbers  was  most  marked  in  the  o - 1 
group  and  confirms  the  remarks  made  in  my  report  for  the  previous 
year,  i.e.  " The  present  pattern  at  infant  welfare  centres  is  for  more 
infants  and  fewer  toddlers  to  attend  the  clinics.”  One  point  of 
special  interest  was  the  high  proportion  of  mothers  of  foreign 
nationalities  who  with  their  infants  attended  the  clinics  in  the  larger 
centres  of  population  and  the  considerable  extent  to  which  their 
methods  of  infant  feeding  varied  from  the  conventional  British 
practice. 

The  continued  decrease  in  the  number  of  attendances  at  the 
Alconbury  Infant  Welfare  Centre  no  longer  justified  its  continuance 
and  it  was  accordingly  closed  down. 

TABLE  5 

ATTENDANCES  AT  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 


County  Centres 

Alconbury 

Brampton 

Buckden 

Elton 

Fenstanton 
Great  Gransden 
Great  Staughton 
Huntingdon 
Kimbolton 

Ramsey  

St.  Ives 
St.  Neots 

Sawtry  

Somersham 

Warboys 

Yaxley 

Voluntary  Centres 
Old  Fletton 
Wyton  Aerodrome 
Upwood  Aerodrome 
Total  Number  of 
Attendances  at  all 
Centres 


First 

Attendance 

5 

5 

A 

ubsequent 

tiendance 

s 

Total 

Attend- 

ances 

0 — 1 1 

year 

1 — 2 

years 

2 — 5 

years 

0 — 1 

year 

1 — 2 
years 

2 — 5 
years 





3 

1 

— 

4 

46 

10 

8 

168 

47 

72 

351 

17 

1 

1 

109 

61 

78 

267 

21 

4 

9 

91 

78 

85 

288 

9 

1 

— 

63 

49 

79 

201 

3 

— 

2 

32 

44 

14 

95 

8 

1 

54 

45 

99 

207 

134 

6 

4 

1540 

185 

119 

1988 

26 

3 

2 

112 

41 

157 

341 

53 

1 

4 

234 

64 

9 

365 

79 

2 

4 

674 

150 

230 

1139 

102 

8 

6 

931 

310 

394 

1751 

24 

2 

— 

64 

43 

96 

229 

17 



2 

76 

40 

48 

183 

34 

3 

8 

198 

83 

121 

447 

21 

— 

1 

124 

53 

5 

204 

123 

1 

1 

1502 

306 

123 

2056 

55 

6 

3 

514 

168 

97 

843 

51 

2 

— 

309 

15 

— 

377 

823 

51 

55 

6798 

1783 

1826 

11336 
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Premature  Infants 


During  the  year  1957  notifications  were  as  follows  : 

Number  of  Premature  Live  Births  notified  (as 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications) 


(a) 

In  hospital  ..  . ...  ..  . 

57 

(b) 

At  home 

21 

(c) 

In  private  nursing  homes  

— 

Total 

78 

Number  of  Premature  Still -births  notified  (as 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications) 

(a) 

In  hospital  ....  . . 

7 

(b) 

At  home 

3 

(c) 

In  private  nursing  homes 

1 

Total 

11 

The  total  number  of  premature  births  during  the  year  numbered 
78.  This  shows  an  increase  as  compared  with  62  in  the  previous 
year,  but  a proportion  of  this  increase,  if  not  all  of  it,  was  the  result 
of  artificial  induction  on  account  of  toxaemia. 

The  number  of  premature  still  births  decreased  from  16  in  1956 
to  11  during  the  present  year. 

Of  the  78  premature  live  births  73  infants  survived  the  first 
four  weeks.  Analysis  of  the  5 deaths  that  occurred  shows  that  in 
4 cases  death  occurred  within  the  first  24  hours  while  the  remaining 
one  succumbed  within  48  hours  of  birth. 

Of  the  5 deaths  referred  to  above  4 arose  in  cases  of  hospital 
confinements  while  the  remaining  one  was  a domiciliary  confinement 
transferred  to  hospital. 
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Dental  Care 

The  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows  : 

“ During  the  year  the  request  for  dental  treatment  by  maternity 
cases  has  been  very  small.  The  aim  of  the  service  is  to  retain  the 
natural  teeth  where  possible,  however,  very  few  maternity  patients 
attending  the  clinics  will  agree  to  conservative  treatment. 

" The  majority  of  patients  request  extractions  to  be  followed 
by  the  fitting  of  dentures. 

“ Under  the  General  Dental  Service  regulations,  partial  dentures 
may  not  be  fitted  unless  the  cavities  in  the  remaining  teeth  are 
filled.  This  is  not  the  case  in  the  Local  Authority  Service.  The 
result  is  that  usually  the  unfilled  teeth  are  lost  a comparatively 
short  time  after,  making  the  denture  useless  and  the  time  in  its 
construction  wasted. 

“ There  have  been  very  few  requests  for  treatment  of  pre- 
school age  children.  Those  who  applied  usually  required  emergency 
treatment  for  the  relief  of  pain.” 


TABLE  7 

Numbers  provided  with  dental  care  : 
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TABLE  9 


Maternity  Beds 


Year 

Total  No.  of 
Births 

Births  in 
Maternity 
Homes  or 
Hospitals 

Percentage  of 
Institutional 
Births 

1953 

1,246 

733 

59 

1954 

1,228 

750 

61 

1955 

LI97 

717 

60 

1956 

1,288 

717 

56 

1957 

i>450 

760 

52 

The  following  is  a record  of  admissions  to  Mother  and  Baby 
Homes  during  the  year  : — 

Diocesan  Home,  Cambridge  ....  ....  6 

Other  Homes  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


Ophthalmic  Work 

The  following  table  summarises  the  ophthalmic  work  under- 
taken 


Old 

Huntingdon  Fletton  Ramsey 


Number  of  new  cases  ....  15 


1 


Number  of  old  cases 

78 

Number  of  attendances 

93 

Total  number  of  cases  in 

which  spectacles  were 

prescribed  

10 

2 2 

3 2 

1 — 
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Orthopaedic 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  cases  dealt  with  both 
at  the  Surgeons’  Clinics  and  the  Care  and  After-Care  Centres  during 
the  year. 


TABLE  io 

ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEONS’  CLINICS,  1957 


No. 

°f_ 

Clinics 

held 

New 

Attena 

'ances 

Clinic 

cases 

seen 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

24 

106 

40 

463 

75 

13 

20 

611 

Peterborough 

12 

11 

5 

48 

3 

3 

3 

62 

Total 

36 

117 

45 

511 

78 

16 

23 

673 

TABLE  n 

ATTENDANCES  AT  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  CENTRES, 

1957 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

A ttendances 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.& 

C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

22 

38 

152 

— 

■ — 

— 

190 

Old  Fletton 

20 

11 

72 

— 

— • 

— 

83 

Ramsey 

19 

5 

50 

— 

— 

- — 

55 

St.  Ives 

29 

— 

166 

— 

— 

1 

167 

St.  Neots 

23 

— 

136 

— 

— 

8 

144 

Total 

113 

54 

576 

— 

— 

9 

639 

Home  Visits  by  Physiotherapist 

91 

208 

224 

2 

9 

534 

Note  — S.E. — Secondary  Education  ; P.E. — Primary  Education  ; M.  & 
C.W.— Pre-School  cases  ; T.B. — Tuberculosis  cases  ; P.H. — Other 
Adults. 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

The  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  continued 
to  work  smoothly  throughout  the  year  and  the  workers  in  the 
centres  of  distribution  have  maintained  a satisfactory  service.  These 
goods  were  distributed  from  five  main  centres,  nine  clinics  and 
twenty-six  voluntary  distribution  centres  situated  in  various  villages 
throught  the  County.  A special  word  of  appreciation  for  the  valuable 
assistance  given  by  the  public-spirited  voluntary  workers  is  more 
than  justified. 

There  was  the  usual  seasonal  variation  in  the  uptake  of  welfare 
foods  but  the  most  striking  feature  v7as  the  general  overall  decrease 
in  the  uptake  of  the  National  Dried  Milk  and  the  Cod  Liver  Oil, 
vrith  a concurrent  increase  in  the  uptake  of  Orange  Juice.  The  ex- 
planation of  the  former  could  possibly  be  accounted  for  by  the  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  the  National  Dried  Milk  from  iojd.  to  2/4d. 
per  tin  in  April,  1957. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  and  issues  of  Welfare 
Foods  during  the  year  1957. 


TABLE  12 


Receipts 

Issues 

N.D.M. 

tins 

C.L.O. 

bottles 

A & D 
tabs, 
pkts. 

O.J. 

bottles 

N.D.M. 

tins 

C.L.O. 

bottles 

A & D 
tabs, 
pkts. 

O.J. 

bottles 

23,508 

5,148 

2,640 

46,692 

25,423 

5,782 

2,926 

49,021 
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The  following  statement  gives  the  location  and  times  of  opening 
of  the  main  centres  of  distribution  as  at  31st  December,  1957. 


Huntingdon 

No.  8 Hut,  Castle  Hill  House  Grounds. 

Monday  2 — 5 p.m. 

Tuesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  9.30  a.m. — 1 p.m. 

Friday  9.30  a.m.— 1 p.m.  and  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Saturday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

St.  Ives 

20b,  The  Broadway 

Monday  9.30  a.m. — 1 p.m.  and  2 — 4.30  p.m. 
Wednesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Saturday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Station  Approach. 

Friday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

St.  Neots 

62,  High  Street. 

Wednesday  2 — 4 p.m. 

Thursday  9.30  a.m.— 1 p.m.  and  2—4.30  p.m. 
Saturday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Ramsey 

Health  Clinic,  Westfield. 

Monday  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

Friday  2—4.30  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Wednesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Old  Fletton 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  London  Road. 

Tuesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Friday  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 
(Sections  23  and  25) 


The  combined  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service  continued 
as  in  former  years  but  as  a result  of  the  difficulty  in  recruiting 
Nurse-Midwives  vacancies  in  the  establishment  were  not  filled  and 
this  necessitated  the  employment  of  part-time  help  for  general 
nursing.  The  full-time  County  Nursing  Staff  undertook  the  coverage 
of  the  midwifery  service  in  those  areas  where  vacancies  existed. 

During  the  year  two  additional  vacancies  occurred  following 
the  resignations  of  District  Nurse-Midwives,  one  of  whom  resigned 
on  account  of  domestic  reasons,  the  second  to  proceed  to  an  appoint- 
ment overseas.  These  further  vacancies  were  offset  however  by  the 
appointment  of  two  full-time  District  Nurse-Midwives  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  position  was  unchanged,  with  three  vacancies 
for  District  Nurse-Midwives. 

During  the  year  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
domiciliary  confinements  attended  by  the  District  Nurse-Midwives 
in  the  north  of  the  County.  The  attendances  at  the  Midwives  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic  also  increased  but  with  full  co-operation  between  mid- 
wives and  health  visitors  the  work  was  accomplished  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

Post-Graduate  Courses  in  Midwifery  were  attended  by  five 
domiciliary  midwives. 

Part  II  Midwifery  Training 

In  connection  with  the  Part  II  Midwifery  Training  Scheme 
approval  was  given  by  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board  in  February 
1957  to  three  members  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  staff  to  act  as 
teaching  district  midwives. 

The  first  pupil  midwife  to  receive  Part  II  domiciliary  midwifery 
training  in  this  County  commenced  her  training  in  the  Stanground 
area  on  the  1st  September  and  successfully  passed  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  examination  in  December. 

General  Nursing  Training 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  have  re- 
commended that  all  student  nurses,  during  their  course  of  training, 
should  receive  instruction  in  the  social  aspects  of  disease  by  an 


27 


experienced  public  health  nurse  and  that,  wherever  possible,  to 
enhance  that  teaching,  home  visits  should  be  made  in  companv  with 
a district  nurse,  a domiciliary  midwife  and  a health  visitor. 

In  connection  with  this  recommendation  arrangements  were 
agreed  with  the  Peterborough  and  Stamford  Hospital  Group  that 
all  student  nurses  in  their  final  year  would  receive  an  initial  intro- 
ductory talk  on  the  Public  Health  Domiciliary  Services  by  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  following  which,  the  students  would 
each  devote  three  full  days  to  visits  along  with  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  staff  engaged  in  the  various  domiciliary 
services.  On  the  completion  of  the  arranged  programme  of  visits 
the  Superintendent  of  Health  Visitors  together  with  a member  of 
the  domiciliary  nursing  staff  would  hold  a discussion  with  the 
student  nurses  on  all  the  services  involved. 

This  arrangement  came  into  effect  in  August  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  thirteen  student  nurses  had  completed  the  course  of 
instruction. 

In  company  with  the  District  Nurse-Midwives  they  observed 
domiciliary  midwifery  and  home  nursing,  ante-natal  care  and  super- 
vision given  both  at  the  patients’  home  and  in  County  clinics, 
mothercraft  teaching  and  relaxation  classes. 

Along  with  Health  Visitors  they  made  visits  to  homes  of 
families  with  young  children,  attended  child  welfare  clinics,  polio- 
myelitis vaccination  sessions,  minor  ailments  clinics,  school  medical 
and  hygiene  inspections. 

Visiting  with  the  Assistant  Domestic  Help  Organiser  they  saw 
the  manner  in  which  the  problem  of  the  care  of  the  aged  in  their 
own  homes  has  been  tackled  and  finally  made  a visit  to  one  of 
the  County  Homes  for  Aged  People. 

The  primary  object  of  the  programme  of  visits  was  to  give  the 
student  an  insight  at  first  hand  into  the  comprehensive  domiciliary 
services  provided  by  Local  Health  Authorities. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  relate  that  appreciation  of  these  arrange- 
ments has  been  expressed  not  only  by  the  Hospital  Matron  but  also 
by  the  student  nurses  themselves.  One  of  the  latter  when  writing 
to  express  her  thanks  stated  that  she  now  felt  that  she  knew  at  least 
a little  about  a sphere  of  nursing  concerning  which  previously  she 
had  been  completely  ignorant. 


Members  of  the  Health  Department  staff  who  assisted  in  this 
scheme  accepted  the  additional  work  entailed  ungrudgingly  and  did 
everything  possible  to  ensure  that  the  students  found  the  visits  of 
interest. 

Nurses  Accommodation 

A bungalow  to  accommodate  the  District  Nurse-Midwife  at 
Orton  Longueville,  in  the  course  of  erection,  was  nearing  completion 
by  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  four  bedroomed  house  in  St.  Neots  which  had  previously 
been  used  to  accommodate  two  District  Nurse-Midwives,  but  which 
as  a result  of  staff  vacancies  had  been  occupied  by  only  one  nurse 
for  a considerable  period  was,  after  discussion  with  the  St.  Neots 
Urban  District  Council,  relinquished  and  a bungalow  leased  for  the 
existing  Nurse-Midwife.  The  District  Council  agreed  to  provide 
further  accommodation  for  an  additional  district  nurse-midwife 
when  one  was  appointed. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended  and 
the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  District  Nurse-Midwives  during 
the  year. 

TABLE  13 

Number  of  domiciliary  deliveries  attended  by  Mid  wives  during  the  year 

(i)  Doctor  not  booked — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  2 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  13 

(ii)  Doctor  booked — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child 

(either  the  booked  Doctor  or  another)  65 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  449 

Total  529 


Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Mid  wives  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife — 

(i)  Where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide  the 

patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  ....  49 

(ii)  Others  1 

Total  50 

Number  of  attendances  by  Midwives  during  the  year  to  domiciliary 
cases  : — 

(i)  Doctor  not  booked  929 

(ii)  Doctor  booked  ...  8507 

Total  9436 

Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by  mid  wives  in 
domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  346 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  43 

Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwives  in  domi- 
ciliary practice  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  183 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  time  of  delivery  of  child  38 
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Home  Nursing 

The  Minister  has  requested  that  information  be  included  in 
this  report  regarding  the  effectiveness  of  the  home  nursing  services 
in  relieving  the  pressure  on  hospitals  by  providing  home  care  for 
patients  who  might  otherwise  have  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 

This  has  been  achieved  by  the  following  means  : 

(a)  Some  64%  of  the  total  visits  made  by  the  nurses  were  to 
persons  of  65  years  or  over.  Many  of  these  geriatric  cases, 
who  might  otherwise  have  had  to  be  admitted  to  chronic 
sick  hospitals,  were  enabled  thereby  to  continue  to  live  in 
their  own  homes. 

(b)  The  service  has  provided  the  necessary  nursing  care  and 
enabled  patients  to  be  discharged  from  hospital  earlier  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  possible. 
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Patients 

included 
in  (2)-(7) 
who  have 
had  more 

than  24 

visits 

during 

the  year 

(H) 

186 

14601 

Children 

included 
| in  (2)-(7) 
who  were 
under  5 at 

the  time  of 

the  first 

visit 

during 

the  year 

(10) 

40 

C^J 

03 

<N 

Patients 
included 
in  (2)-(7) 
who  were 
65  or  over 
at  the  time 

of  the  first 

visit 

during 

the  year 

(9) 

- 

517 

13830 

Total 

(8) 

893 

1 

21498 

Others 

(7) 

1 

2101 

Maternal 

Compli- 

cations 

(6) 

00 

87 

1 

Tuber- 

culosis 

(5) 

CO 

1— « 

392 

Infectious 

Diseases 

(4)  _ 

1 

i 

Surgical 

(3) 

283 

5182 

Medical 

(2) 

589 

13736 

(I) 

Number  of  cases  attended 
by  Home  Nurses  during 
the  year 

Number  of  visits  paid  by 
Home  Nurses  during  the 
Year. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

(Section  24) 

All  health  visitors  on  the  staff  hold  combined  appointments  of 
health  visitor  and  school  nurse,  and  their  time  is  equally  divided 
between  the  two  services.  One  health  visitor  was  appointed  during 
the  year  to  fill  a vacancy. 

The  greatly  extended  scope  of  the  health  visitor's  work  as  set 
out  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  together  with  the 
constant  increase  in  the  population  from  year  to  year  has  made 
reconsideration  of  the  establishment  necessary  if  the  standard  of 
the  work  undertaken  is  to  be  maintained  at  its  present  level. 

The  total  number  of  visits  to  households  during  the  year  in- 
creased from,  3,874  in  the  previous  year  to  4,233  in  1957.  Visits  to 
children  under  one  year  of  age  increased  from  6,252  to  8,418,  to 
children  between  the  age  of  one  and  two  years  from  4,483  to  4,548 
and  to  children  between  two  and  five  years  from  6,186  to  6,330. 
In  addition  to  these,  and  visits  to  old  people,  expectant  mothers, 
tuberculous  households,  problem  families,  etc.  the  health  visitors 
made  822  attendances  at  various  clinics. 
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TABLE  15 


Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  visited  during  year  5641 

Expectant  mothers  : 

First  visits  ....  54 

Total  visits  ...  136 

Children  under  1 year  of  age  : 

First  visits  1326 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  8418 

Children  age  1 and  under  2 years  : 

Total  visits  ....  4548 

Children  age  2 but  under  5 years  : 

Total  visits  6330 

Tuberculosis  Households  : 

Total  visits  ...  ...  28 

Other  cases  : 

Total  visits  ...  340 

Total  number  of  families  or  households  visited  by  Health 

Visitors  4233 


Total  number  of  attendances  made  bv  Health  Visitors  at  clinic 
sessions  during  the  year 


793 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
(Section  26) 


Vaccination 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  undertaken  during  1957 
was  594,  compared  with  461  in  the  previous  year. 

Re-vaccinations  of  persons,  other  than  those  vaccinated  before 
proceeding  abroad,  remained  at  a low  figure  of  n compared  with 
2 in  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957,  the  number  of 
persons  vaccinated  was  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  16 


Age  at  Date  of 
Vaccination 

Under 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

469 

42 

31 

31 

21 

594 

Number 

Re- Vaccinated 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

11 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  was  as 
follows  : — 


TABLE  17 


Age  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisation 

450 

292 

163 

905 

Secondary  or 
Reinforcing 
Injection 

— 

47 

385 

432 
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The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  immunisation 
state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years. 


TABLE  18 


Age  at  31/12/57 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 

1957 

1-4 

1953-1956 

5-9 

1946-1952 

10-14 

1943-1947 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete 
course  of  injec- 
tions (whether 
primary  or 
booster) 

A.  1953-1957 

77 

2656 

3006 

2164 

7903 

B.  1952  or  earlier 

— 

1690 

3759 

5449 

The  number  of  primary  and  secondary  diphtheria  immunisations 
completed  in  1957  was  905  and  432  respectively. 


It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  figures  for  the  last  nine  years 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  National  Health  Service. 


TABLE  19 


Year 

Primary 

Secondary 

1957 

9°5 

432 

1956 

975 

1,249 

1955 

792 

834 

1954 

1,039 

1,294 

1953 

503 

491 

1952 

1,064 

1 >349 

1951 

969 

2,045 

1950 

940 

647 

1949 

1,015 

1,576 

It  will  be  seen  that  when  full  scale  immunisation  is  taking 
place  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  are  relatively  constant, 
but  the  number  of  secondary  or  reinforcing  injections  varies  con- 
siderably. 


TABLE  20 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  was  as  follows  : 
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TABLE  21 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  state  within  the  Districts  of  the  County 

of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

With  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  immunisation 
against  Whooping  Cough  was  commenced  in  this  County  in  1956. 
The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
and  reinforcing  injections  given  during  the  intervening  period  : 


Age  at  c 

late  of  final  inje 

ction 

0 — 4 years 

5 — 14  years 

Total 

Number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a primary  course  of 
pertussis  vaccine  (singly  or  in 
combination)  during  the  year 
ended  : 

31st  December,  1957 

685 

18 

703 

31st  December,  1956 

590 

15 

605 

Number  of  children  who 
received  a Secondary  or 
Reinforcing  Injection  during 
year  ended  : 

31st  December,  1957 

9 

33 

42 

31st  December,  1956 

5 

15 

20 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


With  the  increased  supplies  of  vaccine  that  became  available 
the  priority  groups  to  receive  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  were 
extended.  At  the  close  of  the  year  children  born  between  1943  and 
1957,  expectant  mothers  and  certain  other  priority  groups  of  people 
specially  exposed  to  infection  were  eligible. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated 
during  the  year  and  the  number  of  applicants  awaiting  vaccination 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


TABLE  22. 


Class 


Number  vaccinated 
with  two  injections 
during  1957 


Number  of  applicants 
awaiting  vaccination 
at  31st  December,  1957 


Children  born  in  the 
years  1943  to  1946 


356 


Children  born  in  the 
years  1947  to  1957 


2083 


1678 


Expectant  mothers 


19 


General  practitioners 
and  families 


17 


Ambulance  staff 
and  families 


TOTAL 


2083 


18 


2088 


Number  of  persons  (all  groups)  who  had  received  one  injection 
only  at  31st  December,  1957  228 
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AMBULANCE 
(Section  27) 

The  following  information  relates  to  the  working  of  the 
Ambulance  Service  during  the  year  1957. 

Statistics 

TABLE  23 


Service 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

Patients 

Miles 

DIRECTLY  PROVIDED— 

Ambulances 

4 

1798 

4853 

(848) 

69738 

Isolation 

1 

19 

50 

(7) 

782 

St.  Neots 

1 

165 

407 

(88) 

5707 

Total 

6 

1982 

5310 

(943) 

76227 

Sitting  Cars 

4 

2004 

7188 

(116) 

94237 

Total  directly  provided 

10 

3986 

12498 

(1059) 

170464 

AGENCY  SERVICE  (Soke  of 
Peterborough) 

1510 

2580 

(178) 

41390 

SUPPLEMENTARY  SERVICE 
(Hospital  Car  Service) 

362 

932 

(-) 

15671 

Total  (All  Services) 

5858 

16010 

(1237) 

227525 

Total  1956 

5426 

16353 

(1150) 

236507 

(Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  Emergency  Calls) 


Personnel 

Throughout  the  year  there  have  been  no  changes  in  the  whole- 
time personnel. 

During  the  year  the  fees  paid  to  part-time  personnel  were  in- 
creased to  the  hourly  rate  appropriate  to  the  amount  paid  to 
whole-time  ambulance  drivers,  but  despite  this  monetary  increase 
it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  attract  the  services  of  an  attendant 
for  the  ambulance  conveying  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases. 
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Transport 

Three  vehicles  were  sold  during  the  year  : details  of  which  are 
as  follows  : 


Dodge  Ambulance  ECD  846 
Austin  Ambulance  DEW  448 
Austin  Hire  Car  HEW  994 

In  January  an  additional  three  new  BMC  diesel  vehicles  were 
put  into  service,  all  of  which  are  proving  most  satisfactory.  Details 
of  these  are  as  follows  : 

Ambulances  REW  800  and  RFW  909 
Sitting  Case  Car  REW  999 


Radio  Control 

The  two-wTay  Radio  Control  system  which  was  completed  in 
March  of  this  year  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  although  it  may  be 
too  soon  to  draw  any  firm  conclusions,  there  is  every  indication 
that  it  will  prove  an  effective  and  valuable  asset  to  the  service. 

Hospital  Car  Service 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  makes  a valuable  contribution  to  the 
work  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  and  the  number  of  drivers  enrolled 
in  this  capacity  number  30  at  the  present  time.  Very  few,  however, 
are  able  to  undertake  regular  commitments,  and  an  appeal  for  more 
drivers  to  join  this  service  has  been  made.  The  response  to  this 
appeal  has  not  been  very  encouraging  to  date. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 


Tuberculosis 

Contact  Examinations 

The  existing  arrangements  for  the  tracing  of  contacts,  having 
proved  effective,  remain  unchanged.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the 
notification  of  a case  of  tuberculosis  the  search  for  contacts  is  com- 
menced and  appointments  are  made  for  each  contact  to  be  examined 
by  the  chest  physician  and  to  be  X-rayed. 

Employment  and  Rehabilitation 

Contact  continued  to  be  maintained  with  the  Disablement 
Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  regarding  the 
finding  of  suitable  employment  in  certain  cases. 

The  scheme  for  the  admission  of  cases  to  Papworth  Village 
Settlement  and  other  Rehabilitation  Centres  continued  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  7 cases  were  maintained  in  such  Units. 

Housing  of  Tuberculous  Families 

Where  the  patient  suffering  from  tuberculosis  is  living  in  in- 
sanitary or  overcrowded  conditions  the  circumstances  are  reported 
to  the  District  Council  with  a view  to  more  suitable  housing  accom- 
modation being  provided. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Although  general  approval  was  given  by  the  Authority  for  the 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children  aged  13  years  to  be  under- 
taken, it  was  not  possible  to  initiate  this  scheme  on  account  of  the 
limited  staff  and  the  increased  demands  on  it. 

During  the  year  59  child  contacts  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
by  chest  physicians  compared  with  41  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  this  County  on  two  occasions.  On  the  first  visit  a Community 
Survey  was  attempted  in  the  village  of  Buckden  in  the  course  of 
which  640  persons  out  of  a total  of  744,  or  86  per  cent,  attended  for 
X-ray. 
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On  the  second  occasion  the  Unit  visited  Huntingdon  and  under- 
took a survey  of  the  general  public,  the  result  of  which  is  set  out 
in  the  following  table  : 


No. 

of  persons  examined 

M ale 

Female 

T otal 

General  Public  <S>  Small  Firms 
Schools  : 

989 

796 

1,785 

Pupils 

349 

378 

727 

Staff 

26 

41 

67 

Chest  Physician  Contacts 

6 

5 

11 

Drs.  Requests 

2 

— 

2 

National  Service  Recruits 

25 

- — 

25 

Hunts.  County  Council  Staff 

156 

168 

324 

1,553 

1,388 

2,941 

No.  examined  for  the  first  time 

830 

727 

1,557 

No.  examined  resident  in  the 
Borough  of  Huntingdon 

1,236 
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The  following  Table  sets  out  the  number  of  notifications  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  the  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  also  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year. 


TABLE  24 


Notifications  received  during  1957 

Respiratory  29 

Other  cases  6 


Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1957 

Respiratory  Other  Forms 

Male  Female  Children  Total  Male  Female  Children  Total 

178  123  28  329  25  37  16  78 


Home  Visits 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  793  Home  Visits  to  tuberculosis 
cases  during  the  year. 


No.  of  New  Contacts  examined 

Huntingdon 

Peterborough 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Adults 

54 

66 

11 

3 

Children 

87 

82 

3 

1 

Totals 

141 

148 

14 

4 

No.  of  Skin  Tests  performed  and  results 

No.  Positive 

51 

47 

5 

2 

No.  Negative 

86 

94 

10 

5 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

No.  of  persons  vaccinated  during 
the  year 

21 

20 

11 

7 

Rehabilitation 

No.  of  persons  undergoing  rehabilitation 
at  end  of  year  5 

2 

Total  No.  of  Tuberculosis  cases  at  end  of  year 

Working  : Full-time  85 

73 

53 

15 

Part-time 

4 

2 

— 

1 

Not  working  : Fit  for  work 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Unfit  for  work 

18 

18 

48 

31 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Smoking  and  Cancer 

The  contents  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  7/57  were 
considered  and  debated  at  some  length  on  a number  of  occasions. 
In  view  of  the  considerable  publicity  given  to  this  subject  through 
the  medium  of  radio  and  newsprint,  it  was  thought  that  little 
would  be  achieved  by  the  dissemination  of  notices  and  handbills 
directed  at  the  adult  population  who  undoubtedly  would  have 
already  heard  or  read  about  the  matter  but  who  would  most  likely 
have  already  formed  the  habit  of  smoking.  It  was  however  decided 
to  make  an  approach  to  the  young  people  who  had  either  not  com- 
menced to  smoke,  or  if  they  had,  were  not  as  yet  confirmed  tobacco 
addicts. 

Such  propaganda  material  as  was  available  at  that  time  did 
not  however  appear  to  meet  the  requirements.  The  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  was  asked  to  obtain  suitable  material  for  distribu- 
tion to  school  leavers. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  this  matter  should  be  included 
in  school  hygiene  instruction. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 
(Section  29) 

At  the  end  of  the  year  54  domestic  helps  were  available  com- 
pared with  41  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases 
in  which  assistance  was  given  totalled  160,  a decrease  of  26  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : 

TABLE  25 


(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  29 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ....  — 

(c)  Chronic  sick  including  aged  and  infirm  118 

(d)  Others  13 


I set  out  below  particulars  of  cases  receiving  assistance  at  the 
31st  December  for  three  months  or  more,  showing  the  year  in  which 
assistance  commenced. 


TABLE  26 


Year  No.  of  cases 


1950 

1 

1951 

0 

1952 

2 

1953 

7 

1954 

5 

1955 

14 

1956 

13 

1957 

20 

The  ages  of  these  cases  ranged  from  60  to  93  years  ; of  whom 
98  per  cent  were  over  65  years  and  72  per  cent  over  75  years  of  age. 
Every  endeavour  was  made  to  keep  elderly  persons  in  their  own 
homes  provided  that  conditions  were  such  that  they  were  able  to 
lead  happy  and  independent  lives. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 
(Section  51) 


Administration 

The  second  mental  health  worker,  appointed  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year,  took  up  his  duties  with  this  Authority  in  January. 
It  was  considered  that  with  the  increased  mental  health  staff,  closer 
liaison  with  the  hospitals  for  those  suffering  from  mental  illness 
would  be  maintained,  and  that  the  service  for  the  care  and  after- 
care of  the  mentally  sick  would  be  developed. 

Mental  Illness 

During  the  twelve  months  there  was  a considerable  increase  in 
the  total  number  of  admissions  to  hospital  for  treatment.  The 
numbers  admitted  as  Voluntary  patients  showed  an  appreciable  in- 
crease while  the  number  admitted  as  Certified  patients  was  only 
14  per  cent  of  the  corresponding  figure  for  1956.  It  will  be  noted, 
however,  that  many  more  were  admitted  under  Sections  20  and  21 
than  in  previous  years. 
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The  following  summaries  set  out  the  work  undertaken  during 
the  year. 


TABLE  27 


Fulbourn  Hospital,  Cambridge 


No.  of  Certified  patients  admitted  ...  5 

No.  of  patients  under  Section  20  admitted  44 

No.  of  patients  under  Section  21  admitted  6 

No.  of  patients  discharged  . 38 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  admitted  94 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  discharged  81 


Rauceby  Hospital,  Sleaford,  Lines. 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  admitted  24 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  discharged  20 

Other  Hospitals 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  admitted  — 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  discharged  1 

No.  of  Certified  patients  admitted  — 


Patients  in  Institutions  on  the  31st  December,  1957. 


Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital,  Cambridge 

Three  Counties  Hospital,  Arlesey  

Graylingwell  Hospital,  Chichester 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay  

Shenley  Hospital,  St.  Albans 
Napsbury  Hospital,  St.  Albans 
Springfield  Hospital,  London 
Rauceby  Hospital,  Sleaford 
Cane  Hill  Hospital,  Surrey 
Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich 
De  La  Pole  Hospital,  Hull 


Males 

Females 

Total 

51 

81 

132 

7 

7 

14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

64 

98 

162 
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National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 
(Section  28) 

The  number  of  cases  receiving  after-care  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  : 

Males  Females  Total 

24  19  43 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  178 


Mental  Deficiency 

The  arrangements  for  the  ascertainment  of  mental  defectives 
remain  unchanged.  The  majority  of  new  cases  are  ascertained  by 
the  medical  officers  of  this  department  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
school  medical  officers.  These  new  cases  are  reported  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  under  Section  5 7 of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 


The  new  cases  ascertained  during  the  year  numbered  9 (4  male 
and  5 female)  all  of  whom  were  placed  under  Statutory  Supervision. 
The  closest  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  acute  shortage  of  accommodation  for  mental  defective 
cases  remained  unchanged  with  the  result  that  admissions  were 
possible  only  in  cases  of  dire  emergency.  During  the  year  5 cases 
wrere  admitted. 
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The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  defectives  on  the 
Register  on  the  31st  December,  1957. 


TABLE  28 


1 . Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1957 

(a)  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by 

(1)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children  : 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts 

(3)  Other  sources 


Under  Aged  16 
age  16  and  over 

M F M F 


3 — — 

1 1 

3 — — — 

— — — 1 


Total  of  1 (a)  3 3 12 


(b)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defectives  but 
were  not  regarded  as  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 
on  any  ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  defectives 
and  are  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b) 

(d)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  incomplete  at 
31st  December,  1957,  and  are  thus  excluded  from 
(a)  or  (b) 


Total  of  1 (a)  - — (d)  inc. 


3 3 12 


2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1957 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives 

“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” (i.e.  at  1 (a)),  number  : 


(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(iii)  Taken  to  “ Places  of  Safety  ” 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals 

3 3 

1 2 

Total  of  2 (a) 

3 3 

1 2 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 

“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” (i.e.  at  1 (b) ) , number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary 

— — 

— — 

Total  of  2 (b) 

— — 

— — 
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Under 

Aged  16 

age 

16 

and  over 

(c)  Cases  reported  at  1 (a)  or  (b)  above  who  removed 
from  the  area  or  died  before  disposal  was  arranged 

M 

F 

M F 

— 

- — 



Total  of  2 (a)  — (c)  inc 

3 

3 

1 2 

3.  Number  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care  was  ar- 
ranged by  the  local  health  authority  under  Circular 


5/52  during  1957  and  admitted  to 

(a)  National  Health  Service  hospitals  5 12 

(b)  Elsewhere  ... . 


Total  5 12 


4.  Total  cases  on  Authority’s  Registers  at  31/12/57. 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  18  11  53  30 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship  — 2 6 

(iii)  In  “ Places  of  Safety  ” ....  — 

(iv)  In  Hospitals  12  6 26  24 


Totai  of  4 (i)  — (iv)  inc 30  17  81  60 


(v)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision  — — 1 4 


Total  of  4 (i)  — (v)  inc.  30  17  82  64 


5.  Number  of  Defectives  under  Guardianship  on  31st 
December,  1957,  who  were  dealt  with  under  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  8 or  9,  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913 

(Included  in  4 (ii)) 

6.  Classification  of  Defectives  in  the  Community  on 
31/12/57  (According  to  need  at  that  date) 

(a)  Cases  included  in  4 (i)  — (iii)  in  need  of  hospital 
care  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  hospital 


authority  : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases  1 2 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  1 — 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases  2 — 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  — - — 

Total  urgent  cases  4 2 


(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases  1 — — — - 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  4 — — 3 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases  .....  — — - 2 — 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  — — - — — 

Totai.  non-urgent  cases  5 — 2 3 


Total  of  Urgent  and 

Non-urgent  Cases  9 2 2 3 
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Under  Age  16 
age  16  and  over 

M F M F 

(b)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  (4)  (i),  (ii)  and  (v), 
number  considered  suitable  for  : — 


(i)  occupation  centre  6 2 2 5 

(ii)  industrial  centre  — — 2 4 

(iii)  home  training  2 5 — 1 


Total  of  6 (b)  8 7 4 10 


(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  6 (b),  number  receiv- 
ing training  on  31/12/57  : — 

(i)  in  occupation  centre  (including  voluntary 

centres)  — — — 2 

(ii)  In  industrial  centre  — — — — 

(iii)  From  a home  teacher  in  groups  — — — — 

(iv)  From  a home  teacher  at  home  (not  in 

groups)  7 7 13 


Total  of  6 (c) 


7 7 15 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Incidence  of  Blindness 

There  were  153  registered  blind  persons  (75  male  and  78  female) 
in  the  County  on  the  31st  December,  1957,  compared  with  182  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year.  During  1957  the  number  of  cases  certified 
blind  on  Form  B.D.8.  was  8 (3  male  and  5 female).  There  were  5 
inward  transfers  to  the  County  during  the  twelve  months. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  blind  persons  recorded  during  the  year 
was  33  (14  male  and  19  female).  4 cases  were  de-certified  (2  male 
and  2 female)  while  3 male  and  2 female  blind  persons  left  the 
County  during  the  same  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  of  blind  persons  on  the 
register  at  the  31st  December,  1957. 


TABLE  29 


I ; 1 

O ^ 

1 

l 

CO 

1 

5—10 

!J0 

T 

T— < 

0 

<N 

CD 

21—30 

31—39 

40—49 

50—59 

CD 

1 

0 

CD 

65—69 

70  and 

over 

Age  not 

known 

Total 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

7 

8 

11 

11 

11 

97 



153 

(-)  (-) 

(— ) 

(-) 

(— ) 

(2) 

(-) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(7) 

(15) 

(10) 

1 

(22) 

(113) 

(-) 

(182) 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  County  certified  to  be  partially- 
sighted  during  the  year  was  9 (4  male  and  5 female).  The  number  of 
partially-sighted  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
37  (13  male  and  24  female)  compared  with  34  (12  male  and  22  female) 
at  the  end  of  1956.  There  were  two  deaths  and  4 were  transferred  to 
the  blind  register. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  partially-sighted  persons  is  shown  in 
the  following  table. 


TABLE  30 


0—1 

2—4 

5—15 

16—20 

21—49 

50—64 

65  & 
over 

Total 

— - 

— 

5 

1 

6 

3 

22 

37 

In  addition  to  those  already  registered  as  either  Blind  or 
Partially-Sighted,  in  some  34  cases  contact  was  being  maintained  in 
case  they  should  subsequently  become  eligible  for  certification 
under  the  Act. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and 
Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


TABLE  31 


(i)  Number  of  cases 
registered  during  the 
year  in  respect  of 
which  para  7 (c)  of 

Form  B.D.8  recom- 
mends : — 

Sause 

OF  D 

ISABILITY 

Catav 

act 

Glauc 

oma 

Retrole 

Fibrop 

vital 

lasia 

Othe 

rs 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

Blind 

P/S 

(a)  No  Treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical 
surgical  or  optical) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

3 

3 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i) 

(b)  above  which  on 

follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

— 

— 

— 

— <• 

— 

— 

1 

2 

TABLE  32 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : — 

(a)  Vision  lost  

(b)  Vision  impaired  — 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  — 

TABLE  33 

Employment  of  Blind  Persons 

(i)  Homeworkers 

1 Basket  Maker 
1 Piano  Tuner  and  Musician 
1 Weaver 

1 Poultry  Keeper 

(ii)  Workshop  Employees 

2 Basket  Makers  at  Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind 
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(iii)  Other  Employment 
2 Labourers 
1 Physiotherapist 

1 Clerk 

2 Factory  operatives 
1 Poultry  keeper 

1 Grocer 
1 Housekeeper 

At  the  end  of  the  year  15  Blind  persons  were  usefully  employed. 

Home  Teaching  Service 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  Blind  and  Partially 
Sighted  Persons  619 

Number  of  other  visits  made  in  connection  with  blind 

welfare  ...  56 

Number  of  lessons  given  9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  year  was  exceptional  in  that  there  was  a remarkably  high 
incidence  of  infectious  diseases. 

Influenza 

Influenza,  although  not  a notifiable  disease,  and  accurate  in- 
formation concerning  its  incidence  is  not  available,  is  known  to  have 
claimed  a considerable  number  of  victims. 

It  was  known  in  the  early  months  of  1957  that  an  Influenza 
epidemic  was  present  in  the  Far  East  and  later  there  were  indications 
that  it  was  moving  to  westwards  and  not  surprisingly  was  referred 
to  as  “ Asian  Flu.” 

Its  presence  in  the  County  was  heralded  by  the  appearance  of 
cases  amongst  the  Service  personnel  at  three  air  stations  and  some- 
what later  at  a fourth.  From  these  foci  the  epidemic  extended  over 
the  whole  County  ; the  extreme  north  was  affected  to  a lesser  degree 
than  the  remainder  of  the  County. 

The  epidemic  reached  Huntingdonshire  towards  the  end  of 
September  ; reached  its  peak  about  mid  October  and  was  virtually 
over  by  November. 

The  Minister  of  Health  in  Circular  13/57  stated  that  a vaccine 
was  being  produced  commercially  which  was  expected  to  give  some 
degree  of  protection  against  the  Asian  type  influenza.  Mass  immuni- 
sation was  not  contemplated  but  vaccine  would  be  available  for 
certain  groups  of  doctors,  nurses  and  others  specially  exposed  to 
infection.  In  this  connection  a total  of  113  individuals  including 
30  doctors  accepted  vaccination. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  by  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  during  the  twelve  months  was  1,628  compared 
with  728  in  the  previous  year. 

Measles 

By  far  the  greater  majority  of  the  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  were  in  respect  of  measles  which  was  prevalent  throughout 
the  County  and  affected  all  districts.  There  were  1,305  cases  notified. 
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Whooping  Cough 

The  incidence  of  whooping  cough  was  again  relatively  low 
throughout  the  County  ; small  outbreaks  occurred  in  Old  Fletton 
Urban  District  and  in  St.  Neots  Rural  District. 

Diphtheria 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I report  that  a decade  has  now 
passed  since  a case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  County. 

As  has  been  emphasised  in  my  annual  reports  during  these  past 
ten  years  the  present  highly  satisfactory  state  is  due  almost  entirely 
to  the  high  immunity  state  amongst  infants  and  young  people  as  a 
result  of  immunisation.  Parents  of  young  children  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  become  complacent  nor  to  regard  diphtheria  as  belonging 
to  the  realm  of  forgotten  things.  They  must  be  kept  fully  aware  of 
the  fact  that  any  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  immunised 
lowers  the  community  immunity  and  increases  the  risk  of  the  re- 
appearance of  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  total  number  of  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  26  ; the 
majority  of  these  were  sporadic  cases  although  a very  minor  out- 
break did  occur  in  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District. 

Dysentery 

Apart  from  a small  outbreak  in  Huntingdon  Borough  only 
sporadic  cases  occurred.  The  total  number  of  notifications  amounted 
to  19  ; generally  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

Poliomyelitis 

Only  5 cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  course 
of  the  year  as  opposed  to  9 in  the  previous  year  ; two  cases  occurred 
in  Fletton  Urban  District,  a similar  number  in  Huntingdon  Rural 
District  and  the  remaining  case  occurred  in  St.  Neots  Rural  District. 
Two  of  these  cases  were  children  ten  years  of  age,  one  of  which  was 
of  the  paralytic  type.  The  remaining  three  cases  were  young  adults, 
the  ages  ranging  from  the  early  twenties  to  the  very  early  thirties  ; 
— two  of  these  cases  were  of  the  paralytic  type. 
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URBAN : 
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Huntingdon 
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Huntingdon 
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St.  Ives 

St.  Neots  

Total 
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EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7 adults  registered  as  suffering 
from  epilepsy,  of  whom  4 were  resident  in  Colonies  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  In  addition  to  these,  there  was  one  individual 
resident  in  Part  III  Accommodation  known  to  he  suffering  from 
epilepsy  but  who  was  not  registered  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act  scheme  for  handicapped  persons. 

There  were  also  16  school  children  ascertained  to  be  suffering 
from  epilepsy,  one  of  whom  was  in  a special  residential  school. 

The  adults  known  to  be  suffering  from  cerebral  palsy  numbered 
5,  whilst  8 children  of  school  age  were  similarly  affected.  3 of  these 
children  were  in  special  residential  schools  for  spastic  children. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 

TABLE  35 


Cambi 

UDGE 

Peterb 

OROUGH 

1957 

1956 

1957 

1956 

Number  of  persons 
dealt  with  for  the 
first  time  and 

found  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  : — 

Syphilis 

7 

5 

3 

8 

Gonorrhoea 

8 

7 

3 

7 

Conditions  other 

than  Venereal 

20 

21 

46 

77 

Total 

35 

33 

52 

92 

60 


HOUSING 

The  figures  given  in  the  Table  below  have  been  obtained  from 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  show  both  the  number  of 
new  houses  erected  and  also  the  number  of  new  dwellings  provided 
by  adaptation  during  1957. 


TABLE  36 


Sanitary  District 

New  L 

louses  by 

By  Ad 

aptation 

Local 

A uthority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Local 

A uthority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Urban  Districts 

Huntingdon  Borough 

12 

14 

— 

— 

St.  Ives  Borough 

6 

8 

— 

— 

Godmanchester  Borough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Old  Fletton 

6 

131 

— 

— 

Ramsey 

18 

37 

— 

3 

St.  Neots 

34 

4 

— 

— 

Rural  Districts  : — 

Huntingdon 

32 

27 

— 

— 

Norman  Cross 

6 

48 

— 

1 

St.  Ives 

25 

43 

— 

— 

St.  Neots 

8 

20 

— 

— 

Totals 

147 

332 

1 

4 

61 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  responsibilites  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  devolves  on 
the  Health  Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  this  legislation 
which  is  designed  to  ensure  that  all  food  and  drugs  are  sold  in  a 
pure  and  genuine  condition.  The  work  involved  in  sampling  is 
undertaken  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Department  on  behalf  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  the  following  is  information  supplied  by  that 
Department. 

A total  of  231  samples  were  purchased  or  taken  in  areas  covering  the 
whole  of  the  County,  steps  being  taken  to  obviate  the  duplication  of  sampling, 
to  cover  the  greatest  variety  of  food,  and  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
labelling  and  other  requirements  of  the  above  Act,  Regulations  and  Orders. 

It  is  an  offence  to  label  or  advertise  a food  in  such  manner  as  to  describe 
falsely  that  food  or  mislead  as  to  its  nature,  substance,  quality  or  nutritional 
or  dietary  value. 

A large  number  of  the  many  labels  and  advertisements  which  are  being 
continuously  placed  before  the  purchasing  public  have  been  carefully  scruti- 
nised and  claims  made  have  been  checked  by  analysis  of  samples.  Several 
manufacturers  have  been  approached  with  most  satisfactory  results,  on  the 
advertising  matter  being  put  before  the  public. 


SAMPLES 


Article 


Genuine  Not  Genuine 


Lemonade 

Stout 

Almond  Paste 

Coffee  with  cream 

Whipped  cream  walnuts 

Whisky 

Brandy 

Rum 

Flour 

Steak 

Butter 

Plaice 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Sponge  Cake 
Crab  paste 
Jelly 

Frozen  Vegetables 
Friars  Balsam 
Cooked  Gammon 
Cooked  Ham 
Chloro- Yeast 
Cream  of  Tomato  Soup 
Honey 

Buttered  caramel  popcorn 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


3 

1 


2 


1 

1 

1 
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Article 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Ice  cream 

2 

— 

Butterscotch 

1 

— 

Cheese 

1 

— 

Biscuits 

1 

— 

New  Laid  Eggs 

— 

2 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

6 

— 

Whipped  cream  bon-bons 

1 

— 

Fruit  Salad 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

....  2 

1 

Margarine  + 10%  butter 

3 

— 

Cream  sponge  drops 

1 

2 

Pork  pie 

— 

Lard 

1 

1 

Cheese  Food 

1 

— 

Garden  Peas 

1 

— 

Milk 

73 

41 

Milk  Loaf 

1 

— 

National  Loaf 

3 

1 

Honeycomb 

— 

1 

Chocolate  cream 

2 

— 

Ice  cream  with  added  cream 

1 

— 

Radio  malt 

1 

— 

Phyllosan  Tablets 

1 

— 

Seidlitz  powder 

1 

— 

Supervite  capsules 

1 

— 

Bread  and  butter 

1 

2 

Cream  cakes 

— 

5 

Halibut  oil  capsules 

1 

— 

Lucozade 

1 

— 

Hot  milk 

— 

3 

Ham 

1 

— 

Skim  milk 

— 

1 

Cream 

12 

3 

Beer 

5 

— 

Total 

159 
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The  qualitative  analysis  of  milk  determined  in  the  Department’s  labora- 
tory has  shown  an  averare  figure  of  3.61  per  cent  butter-fat  and  8.59  per  cent 
solids-not-fat. 

The  average  proportion  of  butter  fat  in  the  samples  of  cream  determined 
in  the  Department’s  laboratory  was  22.21  per  cent  for  single  cream  and  46.75 
per  cent  for  double  cream. 

The  meat  content  of  the  samples  of  sausages  taken  during  the  year  has 
shown  an  average  figure  of  71.78  per  cent. 

One  of  the  main  difficulties  of  this  year  has  been  to  ensure  a clear  identi- 
fication of  the  substance,  where  the  substance  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  re- 
sembled cream  but  was  not  cream.  Sellers  have  been  loath  to  state  as  now 
required  that  the  imitation  cream  was  an  imitation. 
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Legal  Proceedings 

As  stated  previously,  only  in  the  more  serious  cases  are  legal 
proceedings  instituted  in  respect  of  a first  offence,  where  practicable 
a letter  of  advice  or  caution  is  sent.  In  many  instances  your  Inspec- 
tors are  able  to  deal  with  infringements  by  means  of  verbal  warning. 


The  prosecutions  are  listed  below. 


Trade 

Nature  of  Offence 

Act  and  Section 

Fine 

C osts 

£ s-  d. 

£ s. 

Cafe  Proprietor 

Did  sell  bread 

Food  and  Drugs 

and  butter  not  of 

Act,  1955. 

the  quality  de- 
manded. 

Section  2. 

5 0 O'] 

3 10 

Ditto 

Did  sell  hot  milk 
to  which  an  ad- 
dition of  water 

Ditto 

> 

I 

I 

had  been  made. 

2 10  OJ 

Baker 

Did  sell  bread 
not  of  the  quality 
demanded. 

Ditto 

Dismissed 

V 


